. This book represents a departure in medical publication. Professor Boyd, himself a leading ophthalmologist, attending the major ophthalmic congresses throughout the world, speaking several languages and personally known to most of the leaders of ophthalmology, seeks in this book to represent the trained ophthalmologist and his reaction to papers and discussions.
In Part I papers and discussions at the Pan-American Congress 1957 and at the Chicago Ophthalmological Society Meeting 1957 have been selected and their authors have contributed a new and somewhat condensed article to this book. This has been followed by a personal interview with the author wherever this has seemed necessary. The survey of current work is divided logically into symposia on surgery, therapeutics, vascular diseases, diseases of childhood and endocrine exophthalmos. This is followed by special reports upon technical procedures or points of particular interest.
In Part II a similar approach is applied to the surgery of detachment of the retina. Here Professor Boyd, with Dr. John McLean and Dr. A. E. Maumenee, examines in some 67 pp., lavishly illustrated with beautiful line drawings, the whole concept of the management and treatment of the retina. This is a most stimulating and authoritative contribution. It is followed by a limited but valuable examination of current problems in glaucoma.
Part III is a series of personal interviews: the particular problems of glaucoma in negroes are examined-subsequent sections deal with special problems of current importance.
It follows from its conception that this book contains no index apart from its Table of Contents, and no references in the course of the presentation of its material. None the less the contents are very clearly set out. It is easy to pick out material of particular interest and, notwithstanding the diversity of authorship, the editor has produced a book which is uniform in its writing, in its presentation and in the excellence of its contents. It is well printed and the illustrations are exceptionally clear. The text is notably free from defects of spelling or printing.
"Highlights of Ophthalmology" is throughout alive, unusually well informed, topical and stimulating. It is a book for the practising ophthalmologist rather than for the student, bringing to ophthalmic literature many of the qualities of a newspaper in that it is entirely current in its concerns and largely employs the technique of reporting. As evaluation proceeds the greater part of its contents will pass into the textbooks or will be discarded, but in a subject which is advancing on so many fronts so rapidly this up-to-date interpretation is invaluable. It represents a new approach which may well be applicable to other departments of medicine. (5) evaluating health needs; and (6) general practice. The general conclusions from the papers and from the Group's discussions of them are very usefully summarized in a chapter of 12 pages. Among the problems that were the subject of the surveys are: the risk of cancer from work in nickel refining and following therapeutic or diagnostic radiology; bronchitis and other respiratory diseases; ulcerative colitis and infective hepatitis; heart disease, and mental disease.
The book is one that can be thoroughly recommended. Almost without exception the papers are written with directness and clarity, and they form really readable accounts of the investigations that their authors have themselves conducted. The emphasis throughout is on the methods used in the studies but almost all the papers give sufficient of the results obtained to satisfy the appetite they have whetted. . This book, appearing not long after the more clinically orientated work of Hilliard and Kirman, is in many respects the complement of the latter. It is concerned with the psychology rather than the psychiatry of the defective; and with the social factors which influence his development, rather than with his neuropathology. There are a number of contributors, all lay psychologists, and their contributions have been co-ordinated into a readable volume in an unusually felicitous way.
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine
The medical reader may feel that a doctor or two should have been included, and this is especially so in the sections on etiology and in a short but unmistakably lay account of schizophrenia in childhood.
Nevertheless, since psychiatrist and psychologist must collaborate, and since each is the poorer without the assistance the other can give, the book gives a most helpful insight into the knowledge the psychologist possesses and his own special way of expressing it. The account given of the "brain damage" concept, widely misunderstood by psychiatrists and psychologists alike, is notable for its clarity and accuracy.
Perhaps the most attractive feature of the book lies in its hopeful attention to learning, training, social rehabilitation, and even psychotherapy. These things are considered dispassionately and without sentiment, and yet in a way that can only encourage those whose work with defectives may seem at times wasted and pointless. It is a pleasure to recommend what is now the second volume of outstanding merit about mental defectives, and produced within the space of two years. In contrast a later paper by Margaret Jackson gives a critical appraisal of the uses of these new oral progestogens in cases of infertility.
The veterinary papers emphasize the species differences in results and in many cases it is difficult to correlate the findings with human physiology. The effects of varicocele are again recorded, pointing to the necessity for early operation if permanent damage to spermatogenesis is to be prevented. There is also a critical assessment of retrodisplacement by Mr. Fouracre Barns. He concludes that in itself it is neither a cause of infertility nor of abortion. There are in all 9 excellent papers on the male and 7 on the female. A word of caution is perhaps not out of place. The human and animal experiments reported confirm that 19nor-ethisterone-efctively controls fertility; that there is recovery as soon as treatment stops;
but it still has to be proved that prolonged exhibition of this drug has no permanent effect on ovarian function.
Major Surgery for Pulmonary Tuberculosis. By R. S. Francis, M.D., M.R.C.P., and M. P. Curwen, M.A. (Pp. x+96; illustrated. 12s. 6d.) London: Staples Press Ltd. 1958. This is the work of a joint Committee of the British Tuberculosis Association and the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, and is the first of three volumes recording the findings of an enquiry into the immediate and long-term results of major surgery in pulmonary tuberculosis. This Volume, Part I, is concerned with a two-year follow-up of 6,050 patients operated on in the United Kingdom between April 1, 1953, and March 31, 1954 , with the exception of certain special groups, including those with bilateral disease, pre-operative fistulk, and children.
The authors deal, among other matters, with the assessment of clinical material, details of surgical procedures, post-operative complications, major complications and mortality. They draw a comparison between resection and collapse measures. The information has been so well condensed that it is hardly possible to go into detail. It is sufficient to say that this volume, with the two parts which are to follow, makes a valuable contribution to an understanding of the place of surgery in the treatment of this disease, and of the choice of procedure. . This volume is entirely devoted to the radiotherapy of cancer. In contrast to the previous volumes, the contributors all belong to the British School of Radiotherapy, an expression of the standing of the School rather than of medical chauvinism. Just over a third of the volume deals with such general subjects as the physical properties of radiations, the biological basis of radiotherapy, methods of radiation therapy, artificial radio-isotopes in cancer, and radiation protection. The remaining chapters deal with the indications for and details of radiotherapy in cancer of the various regions. The writing is clear and succinct, and there is full recognition of the limitations of radiotherapy. The book will be useful not only to trainees in radiotherapy, but to surgeons who want to know what their radiotherapeutic colleagues can offer in the treatment of cancer and the principles on which they work.
